
Norton Baseball Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 1234, Norton Ohio, 44203

2021 H-League Playing Rules
I. League Classification

For players 9 and 10 years old, includes players whose 9th birthday is
before April 30 th of the current year or 11th birthday is on or after April
30th of the current year.

II. General
A. The home team will:

1.  Line the field (if possible 2” lines).
2.  Attach the bases.
3.  Provide new game ball and one used ball to the umpire.
4.  Return all equipment to the storage shed after the game.
5.  Occupy the bench behind the third base line.
6.  Put up and take down the tarp if available.
7.  Notify the Equipment Manager of any lack of equipment.
8.  Supply volunteer to work concession stand. Games will
not begin until this is done.

The away team will:
1.  Assist home team if the field is in very poor condition
due to bad weather.
2.  Drag/Rake the field after completion of game.

B. In inter-league games, the Norton team manager shall be
responsible for all but providing game balls when playing on a Norton
field, whether or not he/she is the home team.

C. All equipment will be turned in at a time and place to be set by the
Equipment Manager and must be cleaned.

D. All managers, coaches and umpires are urged to be familiar with
Norton Baseball Association Local Rules, Little League Rules and
Inter-league Rules.

E. Managers and coaches failing to abide by Norton Baseball and
Little League baseball rules shall be reason for discipline up to and
including dismissal. Discipline will be decided by the N.B.A. board.

F. The distance between bases should be 60 feet.

G. The distance from the tip of home plate to the front side of the
pitchers rubber shall be 46 feet.

H. No practices on N.B.A., Inc. fields may be scheduled until the fields
are in shape and a practice schedule is issued.



I. Damaged equipment must be turned into the Equipment Manager
before replacement items will be issued.

J. The League will provide a first aid kit at each field. Notify
Equipment Manager of any used items.

K. Manager and Board members only will have keys to the fields and
equipment sheds. Managers or coaches will fill the lime OUTSIDE
THE SHED. Field equipment will be returned immediately after a
game.

L. Neither team shall leave the field after a game or practice until
the trash has been removed from the field, bleachers and dugouts.
Empty the trash cans if needed. Please help keep our Field clean.

III. Basic Playing Rules

A. No metal spikes or shorts are allowed.

B. Playing fields must be vacated one hour before a scheduled game
by all teams not participating in that game.

C. Adults only are permitted to coach the bases.

D.  No player, manager, coach or spectator shall loudly or violently
object to umpire calls. Only managers can ask for time and then
CALMLY discuss a point with the umpire in an orderly manner.
Penalty will be immediate removal from the game (NO
WARNINGS).

E. In any one year, if a manager or coach is ejected from a game, the
following disciplinary action will be taken:

1st offense – one game suspension
2nd offense – removed as manager or coach

F. No player will emerge from the dugout to the playing field except
for play without the manager requesting time or between innings
when play is halted.

G. Teams are limited to two (2) Base coaches and a maximum of four
(4) coaches (Manager included) in the dugout per game.

H. The area directly behind home plate shall be kept free of
spectators.

I. If a game is suspended during the first inning, it is declared “no
game” the game will be rescheduled and start from the beginning.

1. If a game is suspended at any time after the start of the second



inning, or before it becomes an official game, the game will
continue exactly where it was postponed.

J. No inning shall start two (2) hours after the first pitch is thrown, during the regular season.
1.  Spring and Fall Tournament Games should be played in full if score warrants, after
the 2 hour limit. The Head Umpire has final approval, pending poor playing conditions
due to weather, daylight, ECT.

K. A team may only pull up a 2nd year N.B.A. I League player(s) to field
a team of nine (9). Players pulled up must be identified as a pulled
up player and can only play if the team is under nine (9) players.

1. Pulled up players MAY NOT PITCH OR CATCH and cannot play if a regular team
player(s) show up able to play and takes that team to nine (9) players or more.

L. There will be a ten (10) run mercy rule after 3 ½ or 4 complete
innings.

M. Game protest shall be carried out strictly in accordance with Little
League rules paragraph 4.19 and N.B.A. Constitution article X.

1.  Judgment calls cannot be protested.
2.  All precautions must be taken to prevent protests before
they occur.
3.  All protests will require a $50 fee at the time of the
protest.
4.  Protest will be marked in the scorebooks and play
continues.

N. Appeals on plays in which there is reasonable doubt that the
umpire’s decision may be in violation of the rules, shall be made
in accordance with Little League Rules paragraph 9.02.

1.  Appeals can only be made by the manager after
requesting and being granted time out.
2.  Appeals can be made only to the specific umpire who
made the call.
3.  Judgment calls cannot be appealed.
4.  Although the plate umpire is the Umpire-in-chief, he
may not overrule another umpire’s ruling unless granted
permission from that umpire.



IV. Offensive Rules
O. Runners may not leave bases until the ball is hit or has crossed
home plate. Once the pitcher has the ball on the mound and is in a
pitching stance, there will be no advancing of bases.

Penalty:  If the umpire sees a base runner leading off or
leaving the base prior to the pitch being hit, he/she shall:
1.  Immediately call “no pitch”.
2.  Rule the ball dead and call the offending runner out.
3.  Return any other base runner that may have advanced
during the “no pitch” to their last occupied base.
4.  The batter shall continue his/her at bat with the count
he/she had prior to the last pitch.

P. The batter is out on a dropped third strike.

Q. There shall be NO continuous walks, unless a play is made on any
base runner.

R. Throwing equipment (bats, helmets, etc.) is prohibited. There will
be only one warning given per player. Flagrant violations will
result in immediate removal of that player from the game.

S. Only Little League approved baseball bats will be used with a
maximum length of 33” and a diameter of either 2 ¼ or 2 5/8.

T. Batting helmet chinstraps are suggested if possible.

U. Five (5) runs or (3) three outs constitutes a half-inning. Only the
first five (5) runs count.

V. There is a Seven (7) run limit in the 6th inning and any inning
thereafter only.

W. A continuous batting order will be used.
1.  Each team will begin and end a game with at least eight
(8) players. The ninth spot in the batting order, if vacant,
will be an automatic out. If there are ten (10) or more
players in the batting order and a vacancy occurs during
the game, that slot will not be an out.

X. Sliding Rule:
A base runner is out if:

1.  He/she fails to slide and interferes with the defensive
player making a play.

2.  He/she slides head first while advancing to the next base
(diving back to a base is permitted).



A base runner is not out if:
1. He/she fails to slide at any base in which no play is being made.

V. Defensive Rules
Y. All H-League catchers MUST wear protective cups and throat
protectors during practice and games. THE GAME WILL NOT BE
PLAYED WITHOUT THEM!

Z. Player assurance rules are as follows:
1.  No player shall sit on the bench for two (2) consecutive innings.
Exception: Discipline must be for a valid reason (missing
practices, conduct, etc.) and parents and opposing manager must
be notified prior to start of game.

AA. In order to promote the development of our catchers, the first
Two (2) weeks of the season, we will only allow one stolen base per
player, per pitched ball. No stealing Home

1. After the first two (2) weeks of the season is completed, normal Little League rules
will apply to stolen bases.

IV. Pitchers in H-League:

A. The pitching week will run Monday through Sunday.

B. May never pitch more than nine (9) outs or three (3) innings per
game and may only pitch a maximum of six (6) innings or (18)
outs per week.

C. For all games, a nine (9) year old player must pitch six (6) out of
the first twelve (12) outs or two (2) out of the first four (4) innings
of every game.

D. Back to back games (same day or next day) will limit pitchers to a
total of four (4) innings with a maximum of nine (9) outs per day
or twelve (12) outs for two (2) days.

E. A pitch constitutes 1/3 of an inning.

F. Pitchers cannot take the mound for a second time in a game.

G. Violations of letters B thru F would result in an automatic forfeit.



APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY THE N.B.A. BOARD March 25, 2021


